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Member sé6 Monthly Meeting, November
Minutes
Opening

President Gary McKay opened the meeting at 8:10pm, and wel-
comed members and guests. It was with great sadness that Gary
informed members of the passing of Jean Stapleton, wife of Life
Member Rod Stapleton. There was one minutes silence for reflec-
tion by all members present.

Attendees

G. Armstrong, D. Bandy, R. Baxter, B. Bennetts, F. Bluch, R. Bol-
ton, A. Borg, C. Carland, G. Cook, G. Cramer, R. Eldridge, G. Fer-
guson, D. Flenley, C. Griffin, R. Haines, |. Hare, G. Hetherington,
B. Hughes, S. Jeffrey, S. Kelly, B. Kentish, D. Kimberley, H. Land-
man, S. Lock, A. McGrath, C. McKay, G.McKay, D. Morcombe, J.
Newton, P. Patullo, I. Penberthy, N. Phillips, B. Pipkorn, S. Purcell,
G. Richardson, T. Simmons, P. Smith, R. Thornton, A. Townsend,
G. Watt, P. Voterakis, B. Whelan, R. Wilson, S. Xanthoulakis.
Apologies

J. Bambrdige, V. Barby, C. Coltman, J. Cuscaden, R. Dodds, C.
Doody, G. Drew, D. Eason, R. Fisher, R. Goyne, J. Hill, J. Jackman,
Z. Lubeck, J. Marchall, N. May, Barry Nygaard, Brian Nygaard, J.
Rothe, K. Ridsdale, G. Sandman, A. Sarcevic, S. Stevens, J. Stew-
art, K. Tatt, M Townsend, S. Troup.

Guests

Bruce Williams
Minutes

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 8 Sept 2011 have been
circulated and were approved on a motion from G. Ferguson, sec-

onded T. Simmons. Carried
Business Arising from Minutes
None
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Correspondence

Inward
* Letter from Rod Stapelton re raffle tickets
* Letter from Fisheries Victoria T re; Future Fisheries Strategy

i there will be a meeting in Ballarat in the near future. Details of
the Strategy are available of the DPI webpage.

* Invitation to the President for the Northern Suburbs Fly Club
40™ Anniversary celebrations T 26 November, 2011

*Letter from the Minister for Agriculture re: submissions for
2011/12 Recreational Fishing Grants

*Notification from Angus Rolle of his resignation from the
BFFC.

~ *Letter from the Game Fishing Association of Victoria seeking
Interest in joining GFAV.

*Victorian High Country Fishing Classic. Omeo T Benambra
31° Dec & 1 *' Jan 2012. Entry forms are available with the Secre-
tary.

Outward

*Sympathy card sent to Townsend family

*Get well card sent to Mick Hall

*Membership material sent to Mick Hall

*Notification to BCC and Aquatic Association of postponement
of the One Fly event.

Inward corresgonder!ce was received and outward correspondence
approved on the motion froma& Lock, seconded B. Whelan.
Carrie

Business Arising from Correspondence.

*Letter to Angus Rolle accepting, with regret, his resignation.
*Sympathy card sent to Rod Stapleton
Journals Received

Journals 7 Sunshine Fly Casters, VFFA, Greenwells,Yarra Valley,
Southern, Bairnsdale FFC, Hastings Fly Fishers.Red Tag,
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Reports
Fishing Reports 1T Royce Baxter reported on his latest trip to Eu-

cumbene where the fishing was excellent i fish to 7lb.
[photograph supplied]. Fish were moving over new ground with
rising water. Hot fly was OBitch on He

and Jenny Baxter landed 49 fish in one day. Fish were in good
condition. Greg Cook has also been fishing Eucumbene with mud-
eye and supported Roycedbs comment s. Fi
Scott Xanthoulakis has been fishing the Swampy Plains with some
success. Water level affected fishing i higher water better fishing.
Alan Townsend gave a brief report from the ex -pats living in Spain
but continuing with their coarse fishing. Steve Lock reported that

Vern Barby has been fishing the Nariel with some success. Sean
Purcell reported on successful fishing in the Yarrowee.

Wastell Trophy 1 Can Griffin reported on the success of the event
but commented on the attendance from BFFC members. Fishing

was difficult but the social side was excellent. Cam was thanked

for all his efforts as were members who assisted with the meal and
general administrative tasks.

Fly In 7 Graham Ferguson / Phil Smith reported on the Stawell Fly

In. Conditions were similar to the Wastell with fish landed about

the same size. [ie just over the 1 kg]. Congratulations to Cory
McNeight who won the Stawell Fly In 2011.

Aquatic Association -Geoff Cramer reported that weed cutting was
completed. Dredging is on schedule and will be complete early

2012.

Rotary Raffle i ticket stubs and money should be handed to Royce
Baxter or Mel Harlock as soon as possible. The car has been

booked in the Bridge Mall for29 ™ Novemberand 7 ™ December.
Volunteers are required to sell tickets.

Red Tag dinner 1 Barry Whelan reported that he, Gary McKay and
Gerry Watt attended an excellent dinner and raffle at Red Tag.

DCP_1952450x263.jpg
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BDAA - Paul Millar from Fisheries attended the meeting as Heath
and Stevebts workload has understandably
to extend his thanks to club members that have assisted in the
stocking program. He asked that anglers continue to report poach-
ing etc on the 13FISH line. A recent apprehension was made

at Lake Bolac with a local being charged with possession and use
of a trammel net and set lines resulting in his vessel being ceased.
Angler access has become an issue at Lake Bullen Merri following
the change of ownership of an adjoining property. BDAA will be
raising this with VRFish to pursue opportunities to allow access to
the area for all anglers.

Fisheries were congratulated for their proactive work following the
drought recovery.

Club members are advised that the BDAA Shield will be held on
the 11 ™ and 12 ™ of February at Lake Fyans.

These reports were accepted on a motion from D. Bandy, seconded _
B. Hughes. Carried

Membership.

The following nominations were accepted as members after a vote
from the floor.

John Cuscaden Nominated - Chris Doody

Peter Hayes Nominated - Anna Taylor

Nomination of new members

Mark Thurling Nominated - Gary McKay. Mar kds nom

under consideration by the Committee.

trout-facestonefly2.ipg
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Upcoming events

Northern rivers - 12"-20" November. This trip has been post-
poned due to Iack of mterest Gary McKay will investigate the pos-
Si bi ?/ combining this trip with ¢tfF
(Bendlgo vs Bal arat

Stan Burt T This Monday twilight fishing competition has com-
menced. Weigh 1 n of fish at the Club ra
tle Shop. No fish have been weighed in to date.

Christmas Breakup - Robert Haines will organize Santa for Decem-
berI 9 ™ at 6.30 -7.00 pm. All children, parents and grandparents are
welcome.

December meeting 17 meeting will commence after annual BBQ at
6.00pm

General Business

Clubroom insect screen doors - It was agreed that BFFC or-
ganize quotes for screen doors on north side of building i Moved T.
Simmons, seconded G. Richardson. Gary McKay to get quotes.

Clubroom smoke alarm - task completed

Clubroom air conditioning - there was some discussion and it
was agreed to contact Rodney Eels (ex -member) for advice.

Clubroom lounge suite - Steve Lock is gathering quotes for

suitable leather lounge suite.

Honorary membership T it was noted that Andrew Summers
has, though his company i Mayfly Tackle T generously supported
BFFC. Andrewds generosity and invol ven

years was highly praised. It was moved, T. Simmons and sec-
onded G. Ferguson, that because of his continued support for BFFC
Andrew will be offered Honorary Membership of BFFC. Carried

Handy hint....got a leak in the waders!! To

find leak Turn wader inside out and fill

with water.

Need to mark where that leak is before

you mend it?? Easy -Use White out -easyto
see on the black inner surface of the

waders.




One Minute Flies

BFFC members were treated to the insights of the Red Baron de-
veloped and fished by Kevin Howard and the Tom Jones fished with
great success by Russ Wilson. These flies, as with all the One Min-
ute Flies, are available at the Clubrooms.

Fines

Fines, which support the BFFC library, were payable because
someone Okil |l ed tflyfshifg,ifay fishing inthe haihio n
a float tube and for being a media tart!!! When will we learn!!!

Close

The President declared the meeting closed at 9.15pm

Social item

BFFC members were treated to the insights of new dual battery

designs from Bruce Williams i Opposite Lock Ballarat. This new
design allows dual battery systems to be moved between vehicles.

In addition, the electronics of these systems always ensure that

there is sufficient power to start the car in the morning [very help-

ful] even if the fridge has been running flat out. Bruce also dem-

onstrated new lighting systems that turn night into day I very use-
ful on some of the roads. Bruce also generously donated a $25.00
voucher for the nightly raffle and 5% discount to all members.

Thanks Bruce!!

Another World Record for Frank Bluch - The fish weighed 21Ib 4 oz and was
caught on 4lb tippet(2kg) . Former record was 15Ib 130z. Caught in the Tree
River Nunavut Province Canada. Fly was a dumbell rabbit strip streamer pat-
tern in white and pink.Size 4. Fish was caught on the second cast of the morn-
ing and took 20 min to land. Congratulations Frank!!!!




Understanding Fly Leaders

Having an understanding of leader material and a practiced
knowledge of reliable fishing knots is as important to the angler

as knowing how to cast. The leader and knots are the most frag-
ile link between you and your fish. Frayed leader material, tan-
gles, wind knots or a badly tied knot can release your trophy pre-
maturely. The leader and knots must be checked constantly while
fishing. Any problem areas should be repaired as soon as they

are noticed. A properly designed fly leader enables the angler to
deliver the fly with precision. The leader should provide a strong,
nearly invisible link between the fly line and the fly.

The correctly designed fly leader transfers energy from the fly line

to the fly in a predictable manner. Basic fly leader design incorpo-
rates a large diameter butt section, a gradually tapering midsec-

tion and a terminal tippet based on intended use. You will be a
more successful angler with a working knowledge of leader design

and application. With a knowledge of proper knots, a store of the
proper materials and a blue print to work from you can build your

own fly leaders.




Accepted Principles of Leader Design

The leader butt attaches directly to the fly line and must be of a di-
ameter similar to the end of the fly line to transfer energy from the

fly line to the rest of the leader smoothly. The graduated mid -
section transfers the energy from the butt section to the leader's

tippet. The butt and mid -section are designed as a delivery system
for the tippet and fly. The tippet is the leader's single most impor-

tant component. The tippet size and type are determined by the

fish and fishing conditions. Commercially made knotless tapered fly
leaders are alright for many applications but for some situations it

Is better to make your own leaders by knotting together sections of
monofilament and/or fluorocarbon.

Generally speaking leaders that are made for delivering a fly with

authority are 60% butt, 20% mid -section and 20% tippet. Leaders
that are designed for soft presentations or to combat drag have
shorter butts and have longer mid -sections and tippets.

Understanding knot construction and appli-
cation is critical to any fishing situation.

Only with a knowledge of knots can the an-
gler manage his or her own gear. With an
understanding of fly fishing knots you may
construct your own leaders. Without a
knowledge of knots you can't. For a better
understanding of required knots we sug-
gest you purchase of copy of: Practical
Fishing Knots Il by Lefty Kreh and Mark
Sosin.
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Building Your Own Tapered Leaders

Pictured above is a very simple hand made leader specifically
designed for catching steelhead with a sinking tip line. It is
made from three sections of hard, abrasion resistant nylon such

as Maxima.

The sections graduate from
where the leader  will be attached

to the fly line down to where the 5' Leader for Steelhead

25 Ib. Maxima = 15"

fly will be attached. Each section .

ry Wit . . 15 Ib. Maxima = 15"

is a different diameter and will : .,
. 10 Ib. Maxima = 30

serve a specific purpose. The

formula for this leader is at right:

The length of this leader was chosen to give the fly maximum ac-

tion and a practical amount of stealth to the angler. A five foot
long leader will hide the fly line tip from most bottom hugging
steelhead in water which has 4' -5'visibility.  The leader is short
enough so that a heavy sinking tip line can hold a very lightweight

fly close to the bottom. Normally a leader of this short length
will turn over a heavily weighted fly for all but the poorest cast-

ers. So, you ask why not just tie on a piece of ten pound tippet
material to the end of the fly line? A straight small diameter mono
tied directly to the end of fly line could transfer enough energy to

turn over the fly, but not as well as a graduated one.

And you need a very strong attachment from the leader to the fly

line. This is facilitated by attaching 15" of large diameter monofila-
ment to the tip of the fly line. Leaders of less than .020 diameter
have proven unreliable when nail knotted to a fly line and fished

for anadromous fish. The 30" tippet section has been proven
strong enough for most steelhead and pliable enough to allow me-
dium size flies to move naturally in the water. The 15" mid section
facilitates attachment of the tippet and butt sections by providing

an intermediate diameter which will allow very strong knots to be

tied easily. This simple tapered leader is practical and inexpensive

for the winter steelhead angler to make. You will need to carry
several pre -tied leaders and a roll of tippet material while fish-

ing. As leaders get longer their design can become more complex.



Most fly casters would agree that being able to throw narrow
loops is an advantage when generating fly line speed for long ac-
curate casts. In many cases having a leader at the end of the line
that allows the tight loop energy to flow from the line to the fly

and places the leader perfectly straight on the water is also an ad-
vantage, but not always. High velocity leaders are an advantage
when casting flies that will be retrieved or fished under ten-

sion. However, a leader that dissipates energy and falls with slack
may be more appropriate for dry fly fishing drag free. Such a
leader may land on the water with gentle "S" curves that buffer

drag. How a leader casts and lands can be dictated by de-

sign. How a leader turns over and straightens in the air is deter-
mined by casting presentation, leader taper and leader mate-

rial. The last two factors are constructed into the leader its self.

A leader that is made from stiff material will transmit more energy
than a leader made from soft pliable material. Large diameter ma-
terial will hold more energy than small diameter material.

Generally speaking leaders that are made for delivering a fly with

authority are 60% butt, 20% mid -section and 20% tippet. They
can be made entirely from a stiff material such as Maxima Chame-

leon (Example #1). Leaders that are designed for softer presenta-
tions or to combat drag have shorter butts and have longer mid -
sections and tippets. The butt and part of the mid -section is made
from Maxima Chameleon, but part of the mid -section and the tip-
pet are made from a softer material such as Umpqua tippet mate-

rial (Example #2). For even softer presentations the butt of the

leader is shortened and the tippet and mid -sections are lengthened

(Example #3).




9' - 6X Trout Leader #1

25" = .020 = Maxima

22" = .017 = Maxima Butt

17" = .015 = Maxima 60%

55" = .013 = Maxima

55" = 010 = Maxima Mid

55" = .009 = Maxima 20%

55" = .007 = Maxima

22" = .005 = Maxima Tip
20%

9' - 6X Trout Leader #H2
24" = .020 = Maxima

20" = .017 = Maxima Butt
14" = .015 = Maxima 54%
8" = .013 = Maxima
6" = .010 = Umpqua Mid
6" = .008 = Umpqua 24%
6" = .007 = Umpgua

24" = 005 = Umpqua Tip

9" - 6X Trout Leader #3

20" = .020 = Maxima

18" = .017 = Maxima Butt

14" = .015 = Maxima 48%
8" = .013 = Maxima
6" = .010 = Umpqua Mid
6" = .008 = Umpqua 26%
8" = .006 = Umpqua

28" = .005 = Umpqua Tip

The leader formulas given here are only presented as guide
lines. You could build leaders that are as little as 40% or even
30% butt.  Be advised though that as the butt sections get
shorter and the taper and tippet get longer, the leader will
become harder to cast.



Selecting the Proper Materials

There are three basic types of monofilament available to the mod-
ern fly fisher.

o Hard Type Monofilament & Fluorocarbon: Characterized by
a hard abrasion resistant finish, stiff memory and low stretch.
This type of monofilament is typically used for leader butts and
abrasion resistant tippets.

Examples:

Maxima Chameleon

Maxima Clear

Frog Hair FC Fluorocarbon

e Medium Type Monofilament & Fluorocarbon: Characterized
by medium memory and low stretchability. Most commonly used
in fresh water applications for graduations and tippets.

Examples:

Climax Fluorocarbon

Maxima Green

Rio Fluoroflex Plus

RioMax Plus

Umpgua

o Soft Type Monofilament: Characterized by low memory, high
shock absorption and pliability.
Examples:

Climax Tippet
Frog Hair Tippet

Rio PowerFlex

As much as we dislike saying so, the given diameters on many
brands of leaders can not be trusted. You will need to buy a leader

Sourcenhttp://www.flyfishusa.com/tacklps/
leaders/abodieaders.html
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More comments on leader formulae

A general rule for leader construction is the rule of thirds. That is...
a 9ft leader can be broken into thirds (3ft each) with the middle
section broken into thirds again (1ft each)

A typical leader is...

butt section - usually 3ft of 25Ib

the middle section is made up of 20, 15 and 10lb each 1ft in
length

and the tippet another 3ft of 6 -8lb,

You can then add more lighter tippet is desired.
Dondét worry too much about wet

would have a longer butt and heavier tippet section when using
wets, makes turning over big flies easier

and

For trout ( wet flies) use Maxima Ultra Green monofilament. Four
sections which includes the tippet on a weight forward floating 5
weight fly line.

First section 90 CM of 25 LB mono.
Second section 90 CM of 12 LB mono.

Third section 45 CM of 8 LB mono.

Fourth section 90 CM of 6 LB mono ( tippet )




LEADER FORMULAS

Leaders are the invisible section from the fly line to fly and are an
important part of our fly -fishing outfit. They are connected to the
fly line with a nail knot which in my opinion is the only knot to

use. There are two types of leaders; the first is the purchased or
tackle shop leader which comes in different breaking strains and

are knotless. They have the advantage of being ready off the shelf
and when fishing for ultra spooky trout they can give you a pres-
entation edge.

The disadvantage is most lose their tapering balance after contin-

ual tippet changing and run at a high cost anywhere from $7.00 to
$10.00 a leader.  The second type of leader is the home made
leader which is constructed of different breaking strains using a

blood knot to make up the whole leader. Because we are making
them ourselves they are cheap with a leader kit costing around
$50.00. This kit is made up of mono spools of different breaking
strains from 30 -poundto 1l -pound and in my opinion are definitely
the way to go.

Listed here are three leaders that will roll out beautifully and
match to a 6 or 7 weight fly line. The first is for nymphs and nor-
mal wet flies and is perfect for river situations.

The second leader is the longer version that doesn't take long to
master.

Then there's the dry fly leader for beautiful presentations.

NYMPHING LEADER
Nine feet six inches, ending in six -pound tippet

25 pound/ 20 pound/ 15 pound/ 10 pound/ 8 pound/6 pound

4 feet/ 2 feet/ 6 inches/ 6 inches/ 6 inches/ 2 feet



LONGER NYMPH OR WET FLY LEADER
Eighteen feet long ending in six -pound tippet

25 pound/ 20 pound/15 pound/10 pound/ 8 pound/ 6 pound

8 feet/ 4 feet/12 inches/12 inches/ 12 inches/ 4 feet

DRY FLY LEADER
Nine and a half feet long ending in 4 pound or smaller

25 pound/ 20 pound/ 15 pound/ 10 pound/ 8 pound/ 6 pound/ 4
pound

4 feet/2 feet/6 inches/6 inches/ 6inches/6 inches/ 2 feet

Source: http://www.fishnet.com.au/default.aspx?
id=227&anglerReportld=6058&memberld=9

anglethis.com fish.jpg
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